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United Nations and the free world by 
his continued acts of avoiding United 
Nations inspections. He played a game 
of cat and mouse. Just when he 
thought we were developing the cour-
age—the United Nations and others—to 
take him to task, he would relent tem-
porarily only to kick the inspectors 
out and continue to defy the United 
Nations inspections. 

My final point is there are some, in-
cluding the Senator from Massachu-
setts, who have called the war in Iraq 
‘‘another Vietnam.’’ The Senator from 
Arizona, Mr. MCCAIN, I think did as 
good a job as possibly could have been 
done—certainly a person who has enor-
mous credibility on that issue, having 
served so ably in Vietnam and, unfor-
tunately, having been a prisoner of war 
there for a time—I think he did a very 
good job of refuting that and really 
showing the truth about that sort of 
scurrilous accusation. It is the kind of 
speech I worry has the possibility of a 
tremendously negative effect on our 
war on terror. 

Our enemies should not be confused 
about our commitment to follow 
through, win the war on terror and 
crush our enemies in the process. 

I grew up during the course of the 
Vietnam war. I remember what it was 
like in this country when our men and 
women in the field returned to this 
country only to find the American peo-
ple did not support them as they 
should have and where America lost its 
resolve and strength of will. We should 
never let that happen again. It was a 
terrible American tragedy. For anyone 
to suggest that America is going to 
suffer loss of will or resolve in winning 
this war on terror is simply wrong. 

I think we should not be fooled into 
thinking when Senators or any govern-
ment official or anyone stands up and 
equates what is happening in Iraq and 
what is happening in Afghanistan and 
what is happening generally in the war 
on terror with Vietnam—they are pro-
viding fodder for our enemies. They are 
encouraging our enemies to think that 
perhaps we will lose our resolve and 
give rise to, I think, increased attacks 
against our troops on the ground and 
undermining our war effort generally. 

I certainly don’t suppose anyone is 
doing that intentionally. But I think 
we need to be careful about the words 
we use. 

I know a short time remains in our 
morning business. I see the distin-
guished majority whip on the floor. 

I would say in closing that words are 
important. Words have meaning. The 
words that are said today won’t be re-
membered just in the context of elec-
tion year and partisan politics; they 
will stand in history for future genera-
tions to read and study with a critical 
eye. In the end, we must focus on the 
battle with our common foe and not on 
each other. 

I yield the floor. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. Madam President, on our 
side we have 40 minutes, with the first 
15 minutes yielded to the Senator from 
Connecticut and the second 15 minutes 
to the Senator from Vermont, Mr. JEF-
FORDS. My counterpart is in the Cham-
ber and wishes to speak. The Repub-
licans have the first division of time 
this morning. Thank you for yielding. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. How much time 
remains on this side? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Five 
minutes eleven seconds on the Repub-
lican side. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I am not certain I can finish in 5 min-
utes. I wonder if it would be all right 
with the other side to have 10 minutes 
instead of 5. 

Mr. REID. No objection. That would 
be yielded on both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky. 
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TERRORISM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
there is no question the terrorists are 
at war with us. Unfortunately, it is be-
coming increasingly apparent in Wash-
ington we are at war with each other. 

The September 11 Commission is 
holding hearings right now. It has an 
admirable goal of investigating the 
reasons that our immigration, intel-
ligence, law enforcement, military, and 
legal systems failed to prevent 19 Is-
lamic radicals from hijacking planes 
and using them as weapons of terror so 
we can prevent such lapses in the fu-
ture. 

Already the Bush administration and 
Congress have acted to reform numer-
ous agencies and procedures to deter 
and to prevent future terrorist attacks 
on our country. What have we done? 
We have responded to terrorism vigor-
ously by attacking the terrorists where 
they live and confronting the regimes 
that support them, rather than by lob-
bing a few cruise missiles at an empty 
desert tent. 

We created the Department of Home-
land Security to put all domestic secu-
rity agencies under one roof. We over-
whelmingly passed the USA PATRIOT 
Act which provides law enforcement 
agencies the tools they need to mon-
itor, apprehend, and convict terrorists. 
We have cracked down on terrorists’ fi-
nancing at home and abroad by shut-
tering sham charities that fund terror 
and by freezing terrorists’ assets. We 
have streamlined and reformed the in-
telligence agencies and are working to 
improve coordination among the many 
agencies responsible for protecting 
America. 

Hopefully, the Commission will iden-
tify additional methods to improve 
U.S. security, but forgive me for not 
being terribly optimistic. I fear the 
Commission has lost sight of its goal 
and has become a political casualty of 
the electoral hunting season. 

Sadly, the Commission’s public hear-
ings have allowed those with political 

axes to grind, such as Richard Clarke, 
to play shamelessly to the partisan 
gallery of liberal special interests seek-
ing to bring down the President. These 
special interest groups have undeniably 
exploited the Commission for political 
gain. Moveon.org, for example, the 
ultra liberal organization that opposed 
America’s liberation of both Iraq and 
Afghanistan—Moveon.org opposed the 
liberation of Afghanistan as well as 
Iraq—is funding TV ads that use 
Clarke’s voice to accuse President 
Bush of not doing enough to stop ter-
rorism. Moveon.org will launch a 
$200,000 ad campaign that restates this 
claim during CNN’s coverage of Dr. 
Rice’s testimony before the Commis-
sion this morning. 

Clarke himself, publicly and under 
oath, has said he believes that even had 
the President implemented every sin-
gle one of the suggestions he made to 
the President when he came into office, 
we would still not have been able to 
prevent the September 11 attacks. 
Let’s take a look at that again. Mr. 
Clarke himself has said that even if 
President Bush had done everything he 
recommended to the President, we 
could not have prevented the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. 

Before deciding to profit from his re-
visionist history, Clarke argues persua-
sively that President Bush’s policy to 
combat terrorism was more aggressive 
than that of his predecessor. Clarke 
noted that President Bush expressed 
frustration with the previous policy of 
‘‘swatting at flies’’ and that the Presi-
dent authorized a fivefold increase for 
covert operations against terrorists in 
Afghanistan. 

The Washington blame game has dis-
tracted us from the important task at 
hand: Winning the war against the ter-
rorists. The only entity responsible for 
September 11 was al-Qaida. We need a 
real debate in America about how to 
prosecute the war against terrorism be-
cause there are two fundamentally dif-
ferent schools of thought about how to 
win this war, two fundamentally dif-
ferent philosophies about how to win 
this war. 

On the one hand, there are the Presi-
dent’s critics who define terrorism so 
narrowly as to include only the terror-
ists directly responsible for September 
11, and not the many other terrorist 
groups currently plotting attacks 
against America and her allies. They 
believe this war can be fought under 
the auspices of the U.N., if only Amer-
ica would yield to the French or the 
Russians or the Chinese. They are un-
willing to act alone when others refuse 
to confront by force those who choose 
death over life and violence over peace. 

On the other hand, there are those 
who believe that al-Qaida is merely one 
head of the hydra and that to kill the 
beast of terrorism you must drain the 
swamp in which the beast lives and the 
terrorists thrive. We have done that in 
Afghanistan, we are doing that in Iraq, 
and we must do it everywhere ter-
rorism thrives. 
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